Testing the need for a follow-up visit after child day surgery.
Day surgery for children is becomingly increasing common because of the advantages to children and their families, and the reduction in costs. However, community follow-up of children appears to be sporadic. The author conducted a survey of parents, day surgery nurses and community nurses to determine if a follow-up visit was necessary after day surgery for insertion of grommets. Just over three quarters of parents (77 per cent) said they could have coped without the visit, a view echoed by both groups of nurses. Furthermore, 54 per cent of parents felt the visit was not absolutely necessary. This leads to the conclusion that provision of this service needs reviewing.